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      Ritchies
Scout Month

Scouts were out in  
force in the month of 
May selling Monster  
Raffle tickets at their local  
Ritchies stores and 
supporting Scout Month, 
where five cents from 
every Nestlé product sold 
was donated to Scouts.

Congratulations 

to all our Scouts who 

achieved and were presented 

with their Australian Scout 

Medallions recently. As the peak 

award for the Scout Section, it was a 

day for these Scouts to feel incredibly 

proud of their achievements, just as 

we do of them. We hope we’ll be 

seeing many of these faces next 

at a Queen’s Scout Award 

presentation in the near 

future.

Rosebud Sea Scouts

1st Hastings 1st Emerald

      Ritchies
Scout Month

Welcome to our newest  
Scout Group!
Congratulations to Clyde Scout Group who recently had 
their official opening. The newest Group in Victoria began 
with the investiture of two Leaders, three Joey Scouts and 
nine Cub Scouts, plus a parent helper.

A special welcome to the new members. We hope you 
have many happy years of Scouting ahead. 

World 

Jamboree Stats

Australia has a record number of 

Scouts attending this year’s World 

Jamboree with 688 youth registered, 

including 238 Victorians, joining 

40,000 other Scouts from 

around the world in West 

Virginia, USA.
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Australian Scout
Medallion

Upcoming Events

Jul 17-Aug 6 – World Scout 
Jamboree
www.2019wsj.org

Aug 3-4 – Fantastic Race
www.tc6.scoutsvictoria.
com.au/events/the-fantas-
tic-race/

Aug 16-17 – Scout Youth  
Forum

Sep 6-8 – Cohen Shield
www.scoutsvictoria.com.
au/activities-events/events/
scouts/cohen-shield/

Sept 6-8 – Armstrong 500
www.armstrong500.com

Sept 13-15 – Venturer  
Environment Camp

Congratulations 

to all our Scouts who 

achieved and were presented 

with their Australian Scout 

Medallions recently. As the peak 

award for the Scout Section, it was a 

day for these Scouts to feel incredibly 

proud of their achievements, just as 

we do of them. We hope we’ll be 

seeing many of these faces next 

at a Queen’s Scout Award 

presentation in the near 

future.

On Wednesday June 5 at  
the Bridges Restaurant,  
Hurstbridge, the Bendigo Bank 
Management Team made 
grants available to many organisations including the Camp Warringal  
Committee who were presented with a cheque by Rob Charlesworth  
(Bendigo Bank Volunteer Board Member) for $9521.82. This will enable  
the Committee to purchase the much-needed bunkbeds, mattresses and 
storage cubes for the nearly completed new complex. The Camp Warringal 
Committee is extremely grateful to Bendigo Bank for their support.

 Thank you,
Bendigo Bank
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Honoured
The Queen’s Birthday honours paid tribute to some of our 

great volunteers, including:

AO, Officer in the General Division of the Order of Australia:

• Neil Westaway, Vice President of Scouts Victoria, 
former Chair of the World Scout Committee, Chief 
Commissioner of Australia, and Chief Commissioner of 
Victoria 

AM, Member in the General Division of the Order of Australia:

• Bryan Brown, Qld Branch 
OAM, Medal in the General Division of the Order of 
Australia

• Alwyn Backwell, Vice Chairman, Geelong Region

• Bob Flynn, former District Commissioner of Barwon 
District

• Lynette Hipwell, Scout Leader, Sorrento Sea Scouts

• Ada Wilkinson, Honorary Commissioner, and  
member of the Camp Warringal team

We’re also proud that another Australian has  
been awarded the Bronze Wolf, World Scouting’s  
major award. Congratulations to Scouts Australia’s  
Deputy Chief Commissioner Paul Parkinson AM.  

Paul joins a small but significant group including fellow 
Queenslander Kirsty Brown, and Victorian Vice-President 

Neil Westaway AO.

   a few
       words
    from
brendan
Brendan Watson OAM

Chief Commissioner
Scouts Victoria

1st Riddells Creek

N
eil W

estaway AO

Our snow chalets are 
booming...
The Scout Alpine Adventure Centre (SAAC) at Mt Baw Baw 
is the new lodge we took over last year. SAAC is mainly being 
used by Joeys, Cubs and Scouts, although the Venturers have a 
weekend in July that booked out both SAAC (26 beds) and the 
WF Waters Lodge (40 beds), so there will be over 60 Venturers 
on the mountain that weekend.

In the school holidays we also have eight people coming down 
from Scouts Qld to use SAAC. With the emphasis on Outdoor 
Adventure Skills in the new program, we hope this is the start 
of reciprocal camps with Qld and Victoria for many years to 
come.

Last year SAAC was booked out by Scouts for most weekends 
within two days of advertising the new lodge. This has  
happened again this year for the white season. 

But green season weekends are being 
planned for Joeys, Cubs and Scouts.

Mt Baw Baw is a great location 
for many themed weekends 
and Groups can check what’s 
happening on the mountain 
in the green season at www.
mountbawbaw.com.au

Both lodges also are ideal for 
leadership courses and group 
weekends away. 

...and our latest chalet is 
now booking! 
It is great to see that the old Rover Memorial Chalet at  
Warburton has now re-opened and is taking bookings for day 
visits. The Chalet will soon be launched as a Scout Adventure 
Centre, to be known as the ‘Warburton Trails Adventure 
Centre’, with refurbishment nearly complete. They hope to 
take overnight bookings very soon, once Council approvals are 
in place.  The Chalet is set in the mountain forest at the edge 
of the Warburton township and backs onto the O’Shannassy 
Aqueduct hike/bike trail, with the Lilydale to Warburton Rail 
Trail (Victoria’s most popular) close by - both of which offer a 
great day of bike-riding for our younger Sections.  

Bookings and info at  
campsite.warburton@scoutsvictoria.com.au.



facebook.com/ccvicscouts

@CCofVicScouts

Follow Brendan
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Celebrating Scouting
Shortly we begin a series of great events across the State. 
These are our ARAPs - the Annual Report and Awards  
Presentation of our local Districts and Groups. 

These are youth-focussed celebrations of the achievements of 
the past year, and a brief look at coming highlights.

The Marketing team will again deliver templates for invita-
tions and presentation graphics, as well as a few videos to add 
interest to your event.

The State Leadership Team look forward to visiting as many of 
these as possible.

ARAPs are brief, well-run events which enthuse our Lead-
ers and supporters, youth members and community leaders. 
Enjoy!

• This year the State ARAP is in Moonee Valley District, 
on Thursday November 14 at Moonee Valley racecourse. 
Note the date now!

Better halls
On May 29 I shared the excitement of Riddells Creek 
Scout Group’s relaunched Scout hall with a new kitchen, 
new toilets, new stumps, new access ramps and at last a 
floor without a slope! (Leaders no longer have to check 
on sleepovers that youth members’ heads are higher than 
their feet!)

On Sunday June 16 it was 1st Glen Iris Scout Group’s turn to 
celebrate. It’s been a seven-year vision for Group Leader Steve 
Prossor who project managed the makeover of their hall and 
visited the hall each day before work to liaise with tradies.

These bright, renovated 
halls will inspire better 

Scouting and be 
great resources 

for the wider  
community. Well 
done to both 
Groups.

Peak awards
I am enjoying getting along to many presentations of our peak 
youth awards in all Sections. Each peak award challenges the 
young person to develop skills that equip them to tackle the 
future challenges that life will present. Resilient Youth  
Australia identified that young people across all of these sec-
tions were more resilient than those who were not in Scouts. 
Our program provides opportunities for our young people to 
gain essential life skills through their interactions with each 
other in teams as they undertake the challenge of the activi-
ties. Learning by doing through adventure is the key, so please 
ensure that your program continues to be youth leading with 
adults supporting and provides for safe fun and adventure. 
Real Scouting is outdoor Scouting, whatever the Section. The 
days are now getting longer. Make the most of the improving 
weather. 

 

Showtime!
The 2019 Scout show season is 

under way with Albury Gang Show 

(June 14-15), Melbourne Gang Show (June 

21-29) and Sunraysia Gang Show (July 5-13). 

Next we have the three metro Showtimes - 

Camberwell (August 9-17), South Metro (August 

23-31) and Whitehorse (August 23-31), with 

Strzelecki Showtime on October 11-19. 

These youth-powered shows are a great 

night out for your Section. Make sure 

you include at least one in your 

program.

Mudbash
Congratulations to 

Victorian Rovers for another extraordinary event. A highlight of the Rover calendar, the Mudbash open day is also enjoyed by hundreds of younger Scouts.
Read about all the action 

on page 20.

1st Riddells Creek

1st Glen Iris
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Stradbroke
  Cup

 

It was another busy 

Easter weekend this year with 

Stradbroke Cup and Hoadley Hide 

being held at campsites around Victoria. 

Scouts at Brucknell, Eumeralla, Treetops, 

Mafeking Park, Gilwell and Bay Park all  

showed off their camp skills, competing to be  

co-holders of the Stradbroke Cup.

Venturers headed to Mataranka Scout  

Camp for a Mission to Mars! Congratulations 

to our winning team: 1st Torquay/The Arch 

Venturer Unit (Team 8). 

An amazing effort by everyone for a 

very successful weekend.
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Hoadley
      Hide
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I will take a 
moment here to admire their endless 
patience and willingness to look at our 
setups and provide constructive criticism 
that, far from disheartening it’s recipi-
ents, pushed us to strive for more. 

Many jokes were told and banter ex-
changed, but by the end of the morning 
we were all confident of our newfound 
skills – not the least of which included 
the proper way to coil a rope. By our 
assessments on Sunday afternoon, we 
found ourselves suddenly able to set up 
an anchor that we would trust our own 
lives to. The information that we needed 
had been effortlessly shared and easily 

It was an opportunity to meet our peers 
and solidify a basic skill base upon which 
the next three days of the course would 
build. 

On Saturday, a bumpy bus ride took 
the whole group to Summer Day Valley 
where we split into our streams to begin 
our training on natural rock. As a climb-
er, I spent the morning in the cool shade 
of a cliff face, practicing pro placement 
and setting up belay systems. After lunch 
and a couple of climbs, I found myself 
hooking in to the top of the cliff to work 
on my top-rope set up. 

Fast forwarding through a grueling 
pack down during which we learnt 
the importance of keeping ones gear 
in order, Sunday was spent back out at 
the valley, with the climbers once again 
practicing set ups under the watchful 
eyes of our brilliant and knowledgeable 
instructors Casey Gray, Euan Anderson 
and Colin Clark. 

By ELLA HAMBLETON

Despite returning to our various homes 

throughout Australia exhausted, sore 

and a little sunburnt, I’m sure that all of 

the participants of the first ever National 

Vertical School will agree that this has 

been an incredibly enriching and worth-

while weekend. Running from April 

18-22, the school, organised and adminis-

trated by Lachlan Shield, covered a range 

of vertical disciplines, including climbing, 

abseiling and vertical rescue. 

We were lucky enough to be allowed ac-

cess to a campsite only 30 minutes drive 

away from one of the best climbing loca-

tions in the Southern Hemisphere – the 

Grampians. Though there has been much 

recent debate over the status of this 

region as a public use area, the school 

organisers managed to gain permission 

for 27 participants and 13 instructors to 

use it as our outdoor classroom. 

Through a combination of incredible 

leadership and supportive comradery, the 

weekend not only provided a platform 

for education in our chosen stream, but 

it was a great opportunity to meet like 

minded Scouters and share our collective 

knowledge.

Though words can’t do it justice, for 

anyone curious as to what filled those 

four days, here’s a brief overview from a 

climber’s perspective. Friday was spent 

mostly on-site at Cooinda Burrong Scout 

Camp, practicing abseils, climbs, simple 

rescues, prussiking, whatever skills were 

deemed relevant to one’s own stream. 

Activity Leaders

    Get Vertical!
Activity Leaders

    Get Vertical!
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Though there is a little way to go before 

many of us can call ourselves experts, the 

school was an invaluable start to what I 

hope will be a long journey of improve-

ment and adaptation. And to anyone con-

sidering attending any National School, 

I would advise you to dive in head first! 

These schools are unique opportunities  

to connect with your National communi-

ties, and are an invaluable tool that will 

allow you to make a difference in our 

Australian scouting community for many 

years to come. 

This corroboree of factors has opened 

my eyes to the breadth of the vertical 

activities community here in Australia – 

and the ease with which one can become 

a key member in said groups, if you know 

where to look. I, for one, fully intend  

to become more involved in my local 

Brisbane team, and have been reinvigo-

rated to share the joys of climbing with 

my Group and my Region. 

Ella Hambleton is a Rover from The Gap 
Scout Group in Queensland.

members of their own local community, 
whether that be Perth, Cairns,  
Melbourne or somewhere in between. 

After all, Scouting is not a selfish organ-
isation. If a Scout has wisdom or skills 
to share, you can bet that he or she will 
share it without hesitation. There is such 
a wealth of knowledge in this global 
community that we are all a part of, it is 
almost an obligation to learn and teach in 
equal part. 

But none of this learning would have 
been possible, in reality, without a few 
key players whom I shall not neglect 
to mention. The school would remain 
a dream if not for the dedication and 
support of the aforementioned Lachlan 
Shield, to whom everyone who attended 
owes their gratitude. But a camp is noth-
ing without it’s meals, and I must say the 
honorary ‘caving catering service’ did a 
fantastic job, so thank you to Peter, Ian 
and Ken for keeping us fed. Finally, with-
out our fantastic instructors, Naz, Gavin, 
Brad and Aliesha in Abseiling, Marcel, 
Mick and Andre in vertical rescue and 
Euan, Casey and Colin in climbing, us 
participants would have been left staring 
blankly at a cliff face for four days, so 
thank you for providing us with such 
insightful feedback and such comprehen-
sive knowledge. 

received, 

and before we 

knew it, we were throwing around 

climbing lingo like a second language. 

As a reward for our hard work, Monday 

morning was spent putting these skills 

into use and having a bit of fun before 

the time for farewells was upon us.  

I can’t speak for the abseilers and vertical 

rescuers, but as far as I’m concerned, the 

sheer volume of the chatter and laugh-

ter at dinner time was evidence of our 

universal satisfaction with each day’s 

work. I am certain that each and every 

participant in the school is glad to say 

they went, and will be proud to share the 

knowledge that they have gained with 
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Anzac
 Day 2019

AB Balcombe Rover Crew

1st Sunshine

1st Altona

1st Tootgrarook

4th Knox

1st Rutherglen

1st Rutherglen

1st Glengarry

1st Healesville

1st Altona
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1st Tootgrarook 1st Ivanhoe

1st Noorat

1st Mountain Rivers

1st Mountain Rivers

1st Gembrook

1st Gembrook

1st Greenhills

1st Rowville 1st Bennettswood 3rd Ringwood East

1st Newborough
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and other service personal to the Village 

Green Ceremony and laid their magnifi-

cent red and white wreath at the memo-

rial beside the flag pole

This service also recognised the  

Australian Light Horseman, who for 

quarantine reasons had to leave their 

horses in the Middle East. A horse lead 

by its owner attended this service, mark-

ing the significant occasion.

Red poppies were given out to those 

attending, which were placed on the war 

memorial as a symbol of remembrance, 

and perhaps a reminder that out of sacri-

fice, new hope emerges.

Pamela Lambert is a Venturer Leader at 
1st Ferny Creek.

for the dawn service 

the next day. This year 

they made wreaths, 

under the guidance of 

florists, Euan and Pat 

Mackenzie. The wreaths 

were then used at the Dawn 

Service and later the Sassafras 

ANZAC Day Service march to the 

village green, which was attended by 

many RSL veterans, police, and volun-

tary services such as SES, CFA, Scouts, 

local schools, businesses and families. 

At dawn, the Cubs and Scouts marched 

to the ANZAC memorial in the dark, fog 

and coolness of the morning, standing 

respectfully looking at the flag half-

mast. The catafalque party (guard of four 

service personnel used in a formal cer-

emony), arrived followed by a commem-

orative address from the Dandenong 

Ranges RSL President, a hymn, prayer, 

reading, poem, and singing. The wreath 

laying was carried out by two Cubs who 

proudly placed their beautiful yellow 

floral tribute at the foot of the Memorial 

Honour Board. 

As the last post played on the bugle, indi-

cating that the soldiers may finally rest in 

peace, the sun rose and the kookaburras 

chorused their morning laugh from the 

tall Mountain Ash trees, the silence was 

broken. With fingers of light creeping 

through the forest we all welcomed the 

new day.

Later in the morning the Scout Troop 

marched into Sassafras with veterans 

Here is how two Groups in Mount  
Dandenong Region commemorated  
Anzac Day this year.

By PAMELA LAMBERT

ANZAC Avenue in Ferny Creek was 
opened on April 14 1920 in honour of 
Captain Stanley Melbourne Bruce MHR, 
a decorated WW1 veteran and later the 
8th Prime Minister of Australia. The 
veterans are remembered in the stone 
shelter on the Memorial Honour plaque 
where the ANZAC Day wreaths are laid.      

The Ferny Creek and Olinda Cubs, Scouts 
and Venturers have traditionally teamed 
up with the Dandenong Ranges RSL at 
the Scout Hall to provide the Gun Fire 
Breakfast for the community after the 
Dawn Service on ANZAC Avenue. The 
smell of bacon, eggs and hot buttered 
rolls with tea, coffee and hot chocolate 
are heartily welcomed after such an 
early start to the day.

Ferny Creek and Olinda Cubs and Scouts 
began their Anzac Day celebrations with 

a sleepover at the 
hall the night 

before, to 
be ready 

Ferny Creek & Olinda
   turn out
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ScoutHike was 

an exciting weekend 

for more than 1000 Scouts. 

Thanks to all the Leaders who 

made this weekend possible,  

from organising such a large event 

to running sleep points and  

activities. The smiles show how 

much fun was had!

Photos by MICHELLE 

STRACHAN

ScoutHike
             2019
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With support from 

the Hobsons Bay 

Council the Sea Scouts organised 

a Naming Ceremony and Cultural 

Day to celebrate and on a per-

fectly sunny Sunday afternoon 

on May 19, we officially launched 

the SSS Gurrong (‘Sea Scout Ship’). 

The SSS Gurrong now joins local 

Groups the SSS Shackleton in 

Essendon, the SSS Hygeia in 

Ivanhoe and the SSS Holloway in 

Brighton.

David Tournier from the  

Boonwurrung performed a  

Welcome to Country and tradi-

tional Smoking Ceremony. Special 

guests included the Mayor Jonathon 

Marsden (a former 4th Williamstown  

Sea Scout), Brendan Watson (Chief  

Commissioner, Scouts Victoria), Wombat 

Lyons (State Commissioner, Diversity 

and Inclusion), John Wightwick (District 

Commissioner, 

Kariwara) and 

numerous Coun-

cillors, former 

Leaders and local 

business people.

The Group Com-

mittee provided 

a huge bushfood 

BBQ, with kanga-

roo sausages, out-

back sauces, lemon 

myrtle lemonade 

and myrtle tea, 

whilst an Honour 

Guard of Joeys and 

By ROBERT HAGUE

Sea Scouts have a long tradition of imag-
ining their halls and parade grounds as 
ships. They often have ship’s bells, port 
and starboard navigation lights and a 
jackstaff where other halls have flag-
poles. These ships of course need names 
and 4th Williamstown Sea Scouts saw 
this naming as an opportunity to honour 
and embrace the Traditional Owners of 
the coastline and the bay that we call 
home, Hobsons Bay, the Boonwurrung 
people.

Gurrong means ‘canoe’ in Boonwurrung 
and in 2018, the 4th Williamstown Sea 
Scouts received permission from the 
Boon Wurrung Foundation to name their 
‘land ship’ this local Aboriginal word in 
recognition of the rich cultural history 
of the bay that we now gratefully share. 
Our sincere thanks to N’arweet Carolyn 
Briggs (Boonwurrung Elder) for her guid-
ance in this.

4th Williamstown 
honour their
local history

Cubs in 1960’s white Sailors Caps un-

veiled the new hand-painted ship’s name 

and local History Board.

More than one hundred name tapes  

and baseball caps were given out and 

visitors were invited to tour the 1941 

Scout hall, the 1904 boat shed or watch 

Boonwurrung creation stories and short 

films, whilst the youngest made friend-

ship bands and weaving at the Joey craft 

table, or played in tents. Guest were invit-

ed to take gum leaves and wattle flowers 

home and to wash in the purifying smoke 

of the fire.

It was a beautiful day and with hope 

and goodwill for our shared future we 

launched the SSS Gurrong. Please join us 

in wishing all who sail there, a safe and 

rewarding journey.

Robert Hague is the Group Leader at 4th 

Williamstown.



19Australian Scout July 2019

• Wood Badges and CALs completed 
since last ARAP

• Leader and Lay member listings 
and their contact details

• Historical Chief Commissioner 
and Quality Scouting Awards (plus 
2019)

• History of the Group/District 

The Presentation 

• The focus of the meeting is youth - 
their program and achievements.

• 60 minutes maximum

• The MC for the ARAP is GL/DC 
or a competent young Leader or 
youth member

• The parts of the ARAP are:

 - Welcome (important to ac-
knowledge all special guests)

 - Business (Chairman, Treasurer) 
- brief but important

 - The five youth Section reports 
presented by youth - with pro-
jected photos, videos etc

 - GL or DC report - this is the 
main report, the overview of 
the Group/District, reference 
to the full printed report, and 
acknowledgment of the work of 
Leaders and lay supporters

 - Awards (see below)

 - A closing response (a VIP such 
as the Mayor may respond on 
behalf of all special guests)

 - Thanks

 - Supper (ensure special guests 
are looked after, and introduced 
to members)

Awards

• Name and congratulate youth who 
achieved the peak awards in all 
five Sections

• Name and congratulate Adult 
Recognition Awardees of August 
1 2019

• Name and congratulate Long  
Service Awardees and Leader 
Wood Badges

• 2019 Chief Commissioner and 
Quality Scouting Awards should be 
presented by a State Commissioner 
(the Chief Commissioner’s rep)

• Scarf up local Supporters. 

Bob Taylor is Immediate Past Chief 
Commissioner of Scouts Victoria.

• Check the projector, audio and 

flags

• And that the reflection and  

speakers are rehearsed

The printed Report - the celebration of 
the year’s activities

• Up to 20 printed pages, double 

sided, stapled in book format

• An ordered agenda at the front of 

the printed report - with a sepa-

rate, more detailed running sheet 

for key personnel who are present-

ing

• Brief minutes from the previous 

year’s ARAP

• The GL/DC report is the featured 

Report covering overall youth 

membership, growth and develop-

ment, acknowledgment of Leaders 

and lay supporters, and other 

highlights

Possible appendices to the printed 
Report

• Census Membership for the last 

five years, from Extranet 

• Youth Peak Award achievements 

in the five Sections since last ARAP

• 2019 Adult Recognition and Long 

Service Awards gained since last 

ARAP

The Group or District ARAP - Annual 
Reports and Awards Presentation - in 
August-September is a youth-focused 
celebration of Scouting, for our own 
members and the broader community. 
Here are some factors to consider.

By BOB TAYLOR

It’s Annual 

• Youth and Leader achievements 
awards from September 2018 to 
August 2019 (or as appropriate)

• Membership: your June 30 Census 
2018 and 2019

• Finances: verified accounts of June 
30 2018 and 2019

The ARAP preparation

• Invitations sent early after the date 
approved and recorded by the DC/
RC

• Someone to collect RSVPs and 
remind members if necessary

• Invite MPs, Councillors and other 
special guests

• SHE (Seating Heating Eating) needs 
to be the best

• On-screen photos, videos and ta-
bles of information to supplement 
the printed reports

• The Scouts Victoria Marketing 

Team provides a folder of presenta-

tion resources each year

A checklist for 
your 2019 ARAP

4th Preston Scout Group at their 2018 ARAP
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The Flying Kiwi, were determined to 
put on a show, spraying mud across 
the crowds, much to their excite-
ment. 

This year, even Rovers from tradi-
tionally non-racing crews became 
involved, by taking a spin as a 
passenger in Hot Laps at the Main 
Arena. 

Whilst punters were fortunate for 
sunny days over most of the event, by 
Sunday night, clouds had rolled in from 
Seymour. However, not even a consistent 
downpour could stop the punters from 
hitting the stage area and rocking out to 
the band, creating a spectacle of comrad-
ery as new and old friends took in the 
moment whilst singing along to classic 
tunes. 

At the end of the event, Amaroo Rover 
Crew were named the overall winners, 
with Crews already gearing up for the 
first racing event of the 2019/2020 calen-
dar, ‘Just Send It’. 

In its inaugural year, it will be held at 
Mafeking Rover Park, on August 30 – 
September 1. It just proves that with  
new events being organised, racing in 
Rovers is still an integral element of the 
Section. Whilst the Section may evolve, 
Mudbash motorsport is still bringing 
Rovers together, almost 50 years later.

Alanah Higgins is PR manager for 
Mudbash.

By ALANAH HIGGINS

Photos by COLLETTE LARK & KYLE 
BOSCHEN

The sun was shining as crowds rolled in 
to attend the 46th Rover Scout Mudbash 
over the Queen’s Birthday weekend.

Rovers from across Australia, New 
Zealand and as far flung as Canada, con-
verged to Mafeking Rover Park to attend 
Mudbash - the largest Rover motorsport 
event in the country. 

This year’s event saw Chairman,  
Stephanie McNabb, take over the  
reins of Mudbash after a turbulent  
year that saw ‘a spanner in the works’. 
Fortunately, with strong attendance lev-
els, and enthusiastic punters, it’s looking 
like Mudbash is getting back to its best. 

After its roaring debut in 2018, the Rover 
X Games returned to Mudbash this year. 
Comprising of five activities at Mudbash 
and five at Surfmoot 2020 (totalling the 
Roman numeral ‘X’), activities included 
tackling the commando course, archery, a 
BMX bike time trial and more. 

This year we also trialed running most of 
the Open Day activities in a concentrated 
area, opposite the HG Hall, in contrast to 
spread across the park. This centralised 
the main events and made it easier for 
families to enjoy all of the activities. 

This year’s night racing might just have 
been some of the most exciting we’ve 
had in years, as the Dark 
Night, Bitz, and 

Not even rain can dampen the

Mudbash spirit!
Not even rain can dampen the

Mudbash spirit!
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Our IGLUTE 

weekend held on Mt Stirling in early 

August each year is a great introduction 

for Venturers to travelling on skis and to 

the mysteries of comfortable snow-camp-

ing. Not much is more impressive than 

getting out of your tent into a beautiful 

alpine morning after a cosy night in a 

warm sleeping bag and tent.

Another excellent opportunity for cross 

country skiing are the snow weeks at the 

Bogong Rover Chalet.

Level 3 – Trips to our Higher Mountain 
areas

For advanced skiiers, extended trips 

allow you to get well out from the resort 

areas or onto secluded mountains in 

beautiful snowy landscapes. A fantastic 

thing to do as a group.

Once you’re there you can ski local 

slopes, go exploring, build a snow cave or 

igloo then ski to a distant peak. Keep your 

energy up by nibbling on high energy 

foods, stay hydrated and be careful of the 

stronger UV radiation. Protect your eyes 

and skin! And of course, make sure you 

know where you are in relation to camp, 

take a whistle just in case.

There’s a lot of great snow country to 

be explored and the State Ski-touring 

team can help you plan and prepare or 

even come along for the trip itself if the 

group’s snow experience is limited.

More information on all of the above can 

be found on the Ski Touring activity page 

on the Scouts Victoria website.

Roger Harrop is the State Leader for Ski 
Touring.

have to cover, they can do everything a 
downhill ski can do and more!

There are different approaches to 
ski-touring trips depending on strength 
and experience of the group.

Level 1 – Visit one of our cross country 
resorts

Victoria has a number of ski resorts great 
for beginners such as Lake Mountain, 
Mt. Stirling, Mt. St Gwinear or Mt Baw 
Baw. They each have well-marked trails 
and ski patrollers who can advise your 
group or provide help when needed. 
Ski hire is available on or off mountain 
along with parking and food. Roads are 
also frequently cleared of snow but don’t 
forget to have snow chains as you can’t 
enter the resort without them at least 
on-board.

Entry to these resorts in approximately 
$50 per day, free for Mt. St Gwinear. Skis, 
stocks and boot hire for a day is generally 
around $50.

Level 2 – Daytrips within and beyond 
resort boundaries

More adventurous skiiers could do a day 
trip outside resort boundaries or an over-
night snow-camping trip. For example, 
skiing out from Windy Corner above 
Falls Creek, through the Nordic Bowl, 
across the dam wall and onto Heathy’s 
Spur or up Watchbed Creek trail and 
return. The Omeo Road is often cleared 
out to Cope Hut and the Mt Cope walk-
in-trail.

Similar day trips can be done at 
Mt. Stirling, Mt. Buffalo or on the 
Baw Baw plateau, gaining access 
from Mt Baw Baw resort or the 

Mt. St Gwinear side.

By ROGER HARROP

Have you been to the Victorian High 
Country, maybe with your family, with 
Scouting or as a School activity?

A drive or walk through our mountain 
areas in Spring for its flowers, in Summer 
to escape the heat or in Autumn for the 
milder days and lingering evenings. We 
are lucky to have so much beautiful high 
country in our own State.

In Winter, the views change completely. 
From April, light dustings of snow, and 
from May, the Victorian Mountains and 
High Plains become whiter and whiter 
as the snow deepens. This is when we 
get our warm gear out and the serious 
sleeping bags, checking on skis and other 
equipment to ensure they’re working 
properly.

If you’ve never been to the mountains in 
Winter to see them carpeted in snow, we 
highly recommend it! But the question 
often is... how do you get out there and 
back, along with everything you need to 
do it comfortably and safely. The answer, 
is Ski Touring!

While downhills skis are fine for having 
fun sliding down ski runs, they are not 
useful for getting onto mountains which 
stand well apart from ski resorts such as 
Mt. Bogong, Mt. Feathertop or Mt.  
Howitt. Cross country skis are designed 
to do just that, to get you to places you 
couldn’t usually without snowshoes or 
a snowmobile. Cross country skis are 
lighter than downhill skis and can be 
comfortably carried on your pack or 
in your hand. They are constructed 
for walking, sliding or skating along 
depending on the terrain you  

Have you tried

  Ski Touring?
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With approximately 30 local houses lost 

in the fires, many kilometres of fencing 

plus stock losses, we are very thankful to 

have our lodge spared. Our thoughts are 

with our neighbours, many who joined 

us at the opening and who have shown 

us a heap of support. No doubt many of 

them were with the CFA working hard to 

protect our community. We also appre-

ciated the well wishes of past Watson 

Park supporters and others in Scouting 

following the fire.

Rolling up our sleeves and with a classic 

Scout culture of getting on with things, 

we are pleased to announce that Watson 

Park is once again open for business. 

While the camping areas are still unsafe 

to use, the lodge, parade ground and 

access roads are open once again. The 

forest is regenerating and with the fire 

clearing the site we have rediscovered 

tracks and relics we didn’t even know 

were there. It will even help us with es-

tablishing walking tracks into the Bunyip 

State Forrest to link it for hiking.

There will be many more future working 

bees and service projects to undertake 

rebuilding the chapel, the tank water 

system, the old toilet block and the de-

stroyed gateway. Search for the Watson 

Park page on Facebook and follow us, 

all the details are there for bookings or 

getting involved. 

Martin Vaughan is the Rover Advisor at 

Mullumbimba Rover Crew.

By MARTIN VAUGHAN

In the first week in March 2019 the 

Bunyip State Forrest fires burnt through 

Watson Park, significantly damaging the 

site but fortunately sparing the main 

lodge building. We are still unsure how 

the lodge survived, but we give thanks to 

the hard work of the CFA together with a 

little bit of luck.

The fire was significant, coming off the 

back of an extreme hot weather day that 

also threatened Gilwell Park. Fortunately 

a Rover event planned that weekend 

had been cancelled due to the weather 

risk. For those unfamiliar with Watson 

Park, it is a heavily forested property 

backing onto the Bunyip State Forrest. 

Established in the 1960s by 1st Hartwell 

Scout Group, it was a largely undeveloped 

and heavily treed campsite, a beautiful, 

natural property.

Having been left derelict for many years, 

Watson Park was being resurrected 

through the support of the Boroondara 

District and the hard work of the  

Mulimbimba Rover crew. The lodge 

building, which had been largely 

destroyed from two large fallen trees 

has been rebuilt and the park proudly 

re-opened late last year. A new gateway 

structure and bridge access to the chapel 

was built, the access road repaired and 

the parade ground cleared. With the sup-

port of Bendigo Community Bank a solar 

system was also added providing light 

and pressurised water.

A close call
  for Watson Park
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   A Pinkie
Adventure!

What sort of work did you do while at 
the International Scout Centre?

Even though some of the work tasks 
might sound like they’re a bit boring, 
because you’re doing it with really 
awesome people, young people from all 
over the world, you listen to music, you 
make it fun. Typical jobs are cooking in 
the kitchen, cleaning bathrooms, folding 
laundry, all normal stuff that a chalet 
needs to run. But because of the peo-
ple you’re doing it with and the reason 
you’re doing it is what makes it amazing. 

What other countries were represented 
at Kandersteg while you were there?

Because it’s in the middle of Switzerland, 
there’s definitely plenty of Europeans 
there. So there’s people from all over 
Europe - Italy, Finland, Norway,  
Sweden and Portugal. But then we also 
had people from the Asia Pacific Region, 
there was me from Australia, a girl from 
Singapore, a girl from Taiwan and then 
we also had quite a few South Ameri-
cans, from Uruguay, Colombia, so a really 
diverse group of people, which is really 

amazing.

Did you make any friendships with 
those people while you were there?

I made really tight friendships with a 

lot of them, which is pretty exciting and 

Why did you choose to spend time at 
Kandersteg?

The prospect of getting to live in the 

Swiss Alps for three months is a pretty 

exciting idea. I love skiing, I love Scouts 

and it’s also a pretty good opportu-

nity to give back. Kandersteg was 

Baden-Powell’s dream and keeping 

that dream alive is something that’s 

pretty special, so I wanted to be a part 

of it.

Was it as good as the photos make it 
look?

It’s so much better, a photo can never 

really capture what you’re seeing, just 

looking out the window there, is the most 

amazing thing. It’s such a beautiful place 

to live. I know it sounds super cliché, but 

not only are the views amazing, but the 

people are what makes it really great. 

We hear your journey to Kandersteg 
didn’t quite go as planned… what hap-
pened?

On the first day there I tripped over 

in the airport in Zurich and I actually 

fractured my kneecap, but I didn’t know 

it was broken for about three weeks. So 

I did my ski guide training and every-

thing until one day I just cracked it and 

thought, something is wrong, so I got an 

x-ray and found out it was broken. So 

definitely wasn’t how I planned it to go, 

but I guess that’s what happens some-

times.

What kinds of activities did you get up 
to while there?

Because my knee was broken I didn’t 

end up getting to ski guide as much as 

I’d hoped but I was doing lots of other 

things, helping out in the laundry and 

stuff. Because I wasn’t able to ski guide 

I ended up helping out in the office, 

which might sound boring, but it was 

actually really fun. I got to talk to lots of 

the guests, meet people from all over the 

world, so it was a really amazing experi-

ence, even though I was injured.

Rowina Nathan, a Rover at Everest Le 
Page Rover Crew recently spent three 
months volunteering at Kandersteg 
International Scout Centre, which is 
located in the Swiss Alps. 

Spending a week, a few months or a year 
at the International Scout Centre has 
become a rite of passage for many young 
Australian Scouts and is a great opportu-
nity to give back to Scouting.

Rowina spoke about her experience at 
Kandersteg on The Scout Show radio 
program on 88.3 Southern FM.

You have described yourself as a Pinkie, 
tell us about the name and what you do.

The staff at Kandersteg are called Pinkies 
because we all wear pink for work, it’s 
our uniform. It’s a pink shirt with the 
Kandersteg logo on it and then we also 
wear a scarf. You can wear whichever 
scarf you want, it becomes a bit of a 
fashion accessory, you wear a different 
one every day. That’s why we’re called 
Pinkies.

Rowena with her Kandersteg ro
om

ate
s.

Rowena showing off some Australian delicacies at 
Kandersteg’s international night.
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now that I have friends from all over the 
world that means I can just couch surf all 
over the world, which is a really awe-
some opportunity to have.

Will you be planning to go back to 
Kandersteg or travel more in the future?

The thing about Kandersteg is once 
you’ve been, it kind of becomes your 
home forever. So you’re always welcome 
to go back as a helper and stay there for 
free and then of course I’d love to go back 
to see my friends from all over Europe.

What makes Kandersteg so special?

We call ourselves the World Scout  
Centre because Baden-Powell himself 
was the one who decided that it was 
going to be there. He was really pas-
sionate about it, the story actually goes, 
he was on the train that goes through 
Kandersteg and he saw the chalet and he 
said that’s where I want the World Scout 
Centre to be. So he and the Chief Scout 
of Switzerland, Walther von Bonstetten, 
arranged to buy the chalet and BP used 
to camp there all the time. There’s lots 
of photos of BP in Kandersteg, so I think 
that’s why it’s such a special place 
because Baden-Powell the founder 
of Scouting himself decided 
it was going to be there.

Rowena with her Kandersteg ro
om

ate
s.
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There was also a sailpast to salute the 

Tasmanian Governor, and a large range 

of beach and land activities including 

the Convict Ball and Chain relay, Greasy 

Pole, Sand sculpting and the hard-fought 

Tug of War! 

We also had the opportunity to visit 

some of the sights of Hobart - Mount 

Wellington, Hobart waterfront, the 

Tasmanian Tiger at the Tasmanian 

Museum and Art Gallery, the convict-era 

Mt Nelson Semaphore Signal Station, a 

bushwalk to Snug Falls as well as meeting 

a range of wildlife at The Lea Scout Camp 

including an Eastern Barred Bandicoot! 

The trip was made possible by the sup-

port of multiple Tasmanian Scout Groups 

especially Mount Stuart Scout Group who 

hosted us.

Chris Ballard is District Commissioner, 
Moreland-Darebin District.

By CHRIS BALLARD

Scouts from Moreland-Darebin District 
recently travelled to Tasmania for the 
56th Tasmanian Scout Guide Regatta, a 
three-day boating and beach based camp 
held in a sheltered bay at Snug, south of 
Hobart. The Regatta is Tasmania’s largest 
annual Scouting event, with involve-
ment of Cubs through to Rovers and Girl 
Guides Tasmania.

Our Scouts had the opportunity to 
experience and race a large number of 
watercraft including kayaks, canoes, pacer 
dinghies, patrol boats (rowing and sailing) 
and some even went out on ‘Whistler’, 
a 36-foot yacht that has completed the 
Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race! Many of the 
events included a rescue or safety focus. 

Victorians 
tackle 
Tasmania's 
regatta
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developmentally and it is our role as Joey 

Scout Leaders to embrace this learning 

experience for them and assist in this 

growth.

Let’s think about when a new Joey Scout 

in your Mob arrives at the hall for the 

first Mob meeting. They might be shy 

and quiet, but they might also be bois-

terous and full of bravado. They have an 

idea of doing something fun and meet-

ing new friends. What they don’t have 

though, is a knowledge of Scouting.  So 

the first part of their personal growth 

journey will be learning about Scouting 

and their place in the Scouting adven-

ture. 

They will learn about Scouting through 

programming – and programming in the 

area of personal growth will not only 

assist with learning about Scouting, it 

By JUDY NIVEN

Forbes magazine describes personal 

growth as “the result of continual efforts 

to improve ourselves, intellectually, 

morally and physically”. Personal growth 

takes place over the course of a person’s 

entire life and can involve formal and 

informal activities for self-development.

So what does this mean in a practical 

sense for Joey Scouts?

Joey Scout aged children are very inquis-

itive and always want to know the ‘why’ 

of everything. The reason for this is that 

at this developmental stage they have 

just started school, and their family is  

no longer the primary focus of their 

world. So they grow week by week 

Let's Get Messy
A simple way to encourage them to 
move out of their comfort zone is to 
run a messy night.  This allows them to 
experience touching and playing with 
household items such as shaving cream, 
flour and food colouring, and it also 
gives them an opportunity to get dirty – 
which some may not get at home.

Activity – Oobleck

Leaders to premix the Oobleck mix to 
get consistency correct. Oobleck is a mix 
of corn flour and water, when perfect, it 
will become a solid under pressure and 
then liquid when released. Allow Joey 
Scouts to free play with the mix and 
explain it can be hard or soft.

Activity - Flour Power/Shaving foam 
fun

Simply tip the flour on the table and the 
Joey Scouts explore!  They can squeeze 
it in their hands, put it in their hair and 
turn it white – or make it snow. They 
can put handprints on each other too!! 

They can have exactly the same fun 
with shaving foam. Just pile it on the 
table in front of them, and then ask 
them to make hairstyles on themselves, 

or beards.  Add a bit of food colouring 
to the shaving foam, and they can ‘build’ 
as well.

Activity - Custard bobbing

Lay out all plates on the table with a 
big puddle of custard in the middle and 
then place a few lollies in the middle 
of each plate.  Joey Scouts can eat the 
lollies if they can get to them but they 
must keep hands behind their backs.

If they are happy enough getting dirty 
and messy at Joey Scouts, then a muddy 
Cuboree or Jamboree will hold no fears 
at all for them.

allows them to learn about themselves 
and their journey in Scouting.

Our role as Leaders is to run programs 
to challenge their ‘comfort’ level and 
broaden their experiences. For example, 
a new Joey Scout will be challenged by a 
sleepover at the hall as it may be the first 
time they have slept away from their par-
ents. However an experienced Joey Scout 
will have no issues at a sleepover and will 
be ready for the challenge of sleeping in a 
tent outdoors. 

So I encourage you to broaden the experi-
ence you bring to your Joey Scouts.  Here 
are some suggested activities and ideas 
of programs around developing personal 
growth in Joey Scouts.

Judy Niven District Leader-Joey Scouts 
Maroondah, Joey Scout Leader at 
Heathmont & ALT Training Team

Personal Growth 
in Joey Scouts
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Going up!
If you really want them to grow then watch them on a rock climbing 
course.  They will start very timidly, not going very far. But with 
encouragement they will climb to the very top of any climbing wall, and 
then you get to see the looks on their faces when they realise what they 
achieved!

Thanks to our Adventurous Activities team Joey Scouts can do anything 
and it’s all available to us as Leaders.

Our role is to take our Joey Scouts and give them the experiences to grow, 
and eventually become amazing Rovers. So take them out of their comfort 

zone, and watch them soar.

Baby you can drive my car
Most Scout Groups have billy carts and if yours doesn’t you 
can always borrow from a nearby Group.

Joey Scouts love learning to steer billy carts around obstacles, 
and can have enormous fun.  Even falling out if you’re on 
grass is fine – and if not then use bike helmets.  Also get your 
Venturers involved. Joey Scouts love having the Venturers 
around, and the Venturers have just as much fun (if not more 
sometimes)!
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Cub Scouts
  First

participation and importantly provided 
the Cub Scouts with the opportunity to 
achieve their Grey Wolf Award if they so 
decided. 

At the same time Leaders attended 
the District Training Meetings, Leader 
training courses and Group Councils. 
District Leaders organised the District 
camp or outing, Group Leaders made sure 
members were registered and followed 
up prospective Leaders. Parents provided 
support at Pack events with transport 
and helped feed a hungry Pack at their 
Pack Holiday, they fund raised, pur-
chased new tents for next year’s Cuboree, 
cleaned the hall, sewed on badges and 
attended Group Committee meetings. 
Each group of adults contributing to the 
Scouting experience of the Cub Scouts.

As Leaders we must never lose sight of 
why we are in Scouting or allow our own 
interests or agenda to cloud or influence 
our decisions. We are in Scouting for our 
Cub Scouts, for every youth member in 
our Group, District, Region, State and 
Nationally.

We need to embrace every opportunity 
of support, advice and assistance if that 
means we can provide our Cub Scouts 
with a better Scouting experience.  

unified focus was the Cub Scout  
and their Scouting experience. All the  
adults mentioned in the speech as  
well as the Group Leader, District  
Commissioner, District Leader and  
Region Commissioner collectively 
wanted and contributed to the very best 
Scouting experience for the Grey Wolf. 
And that’s how it should be in all Packs. 

As Leaders we’re in Scouting for the 
youth member.

At this particular Pack, 
Leaders provided an 

adventurous, fun, chal-
lenging and inclusive 
program based on the 
ideas and sugges-
tions of the Pack 
Council. They pro-
vided the full gam-
ut of a balanced 
Cub Scout program 
including Pack 
Holidays, the award 

scheme, inter-Pack 
activities, bush 

outings, District camps 
and activities, Pack 

Councils and leadership 
opportunities.  The result, a 

program that motivated youth 

By MICHAEL WONG

I recently had the distinct pleasure of  
attending a Grey Wolf Award presen-
tation, a celebration of the Purpose of 
Scouting and the growth of the Cub Scout 
as an individual. The Pack’s Sixers and 
Seconds lead the ceremony by articulat-
ing to the Pack and explained to parents 
the core benefits that Scouting had 
offered the new Grey Wolf. The presen-
tation informed parents and inspired Cub 
Scouts.

At the conclusion of the ceremony the 
new Grey Wolf delivered a thought-
ful speech from the heart where she 
thanked those who had accompanied her 
on her Grey Wolf journey. She thanked 
the Cub Scouts of the Pack, her parents 
and grandparents. She thanked individ-
ual Pack Leaders, Leaders that had cared 
for her on Cuboree. Other parents and 
special guests who made the effort to be 
part of her presentation were thanked 
for their support and for making the 
effort to travel long distances.

And whilst listening to the speech I 
reflected on how supporting and guiding 
each Cub Scout, be they a Grey Wolf or 
not, was a whole team of Leaders and 
adults whose 
sole 
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Leaders within the Group, District, 
Region and Branch are there to support 
Pack Leaders in the vital role that they 
play and it is incumbent on Pack Leaders 
to accept and actively seek that support 
because it is in the best interest of the 
Cub Scout.

At the beginning of a meeting or training 
course I always open by re-affirming to 
Leaders why we’re here and that “every 
decision, every conversation, every 
consideration must ultimately be in the 
best interest of the Cub Scout front and 
foremost. If it doesn’t, either modify the 
discussion or move on”.

Our Cub Scouts look to their 
Leaders for a great Scouting 
experience and as Leaders 
our challenge is to make 
sure our every action and 
decision provides the 
very best outcome for 
our Cub Scouts.

Michael Wong is the 
State Leader - Program 
Support Specialist - Cub 
Scouts.
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Scouts

The State Scout Council has recently 

been asked to provide some direction on:

• The modern purpose of Mindari 

meetings

• The role of youth representation in 

Mindari meetings

This article looks to inspire discussion 

on the subject of Mindari meetings and 

to encourage adult and youth Leaders 

within the Scout Section to contribute 

their thoughts within their local Scout-

ing District and to find a way of making 

their Mindari meetings a positive event 

that provides for and supports personal 

growth of all Leaders (adult and youth) in 

the Scout Section within the District.

When establishing Mindari meetings, it’s 

important that they be seen as a support 

function for Leaders. The original inten-

tion of the Mindari meeting was to be 

a training meeting, however, they have 

evolved over time to become:

• about supporting each other in the 

Section (sharing stories, program 

plans, camp/location ideas, activi-

ties etc.)

• about planning District activities 

(District hikes; Scout Leadership 

Courses; coordinating Scouts from 

different Troops to attend Adven-

turer hikes; District end of term 

events)

• sharing information related to 

program updates and resources to 

assist the delivery of the program

• review of adult Leader training 

progress, planning and promoting 

mentoring amongst the adult Lead-

er community

• youth members contributing to 

special projects, event planning, 

and program review

Modern 
Mindari 
Meetings

• providing opportunity for 
adjacent Sections to contrib-
ute to journey planning- one 
up, one down

• joint meetings with the Dis-
trict Cub Leaders (Minonees) 
and inviting the members of 
the District Venturer Council 
to attend Mindari meetings 
are examples of what is 
already going on in some 
Districts

• sharing information from 
State and Region levels 
(training updates; Cohen, 
Stradbroke info; Jamboree; 
messages from the State 
Scout Council, etc.)

We also strongly encour-
age youth members to 
be included in Mindaris. 
Many Districts now have 
youth representatives 
elected to represent them 
at a District level; they 
can provide fantastic 
contributions in activ-
ity planning, and their 
voice can travel through 
to Region level where 
Commissioners will 
ensure they’re heard 
at the State Council. 
They also ensure that 
the meeting stays on 
track, on time (no one 
likes keeping parents 
waiting) and they’re a 
great reminder about 
why we’re doing 
what we do - so they 
help keep politics out. 
We recommend that 
Youth representa-
tives be voted on by 
youth, which could 
be held at a District 
Youth Forum, or a 
more permanent 
District Troop 
Council.

The Mindari meet-
ing is an important 
part of the support 
network within 
the Scout Section, 
even if you do not 
have a District 
Scout Leader the 
Scout Leaders can still coordinate this 
meeting, if you are from a rural area 
and the distances to travel are large, 
look at making the Mindari a part social 
Scouting event, mix it in with a District 
Camp, there are plenty of ways to make it 
happen so think outside the box.

Blackwood District ScoutsMindari Agenda
February 2019

Great Southern Region.Date: Weds 6th Feb 7.30pm
Venue:   4th Brunton Hall
Present: names of those attending the meetingApologies: names of those who sent in apologiesAbsent: names of those who are unable to attendRegion

• Patrol Activity weekends - Both Clifford Park and Gilwell have a full year 

planned with a wide variety of activities. Clifford Park can only take 60 
Scouts at each of their weekends so book early.• Scouthike May 17-19. Need a cooking team to cook for about 15 to 18 adults 

at Sleep point one. Also need activity teams and additional sleep point staff. 

Can you help?
District

• District Hike. Report and feedback from Scouts. 
• Troop Councils for 2019. Please remember to schedule them in
• District Camp plans

WHS/Scoutsafe
• (insert example of generic WHS issue – maybe tree safety issue at District 

campsite)
• (insert example of generic Scout safe issue – maybe gas bottle safety mes-

sage)
Group Reports: (what’s happening, badges, awards etc)• 4th Brunton 

• 5th Brunton
• 9th Maitlands

Program
• (Insert example of program update for eg OAS, Adventurous Activity, new 

badge) 
Skills, Training and Mentoring  • Jerry needs help with his Wood Badge project- can someone assist? 

Review each Troop’s long, medium and short term programs for 2019. 
Reinforcing the Patrol system.
General

Meeting Closed at      00 pm
Next meeting: March 2019

To assist in planning your 
Mindari, the State Scout Council has prepared a 
sample agenda above.
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Venturers

By now hopefully everyone knows that 

the element our New Program being 

focused on this year is ‘Challenge Areas’ 

– these being Community, Outdoor, 

Creative and Personal Growth.

These should sound familiar to Venturers 

as they line up almost exactly with the 

four areas of the current Queen’s Scout 

Award Scheme – and this makes it easy 

to program nights that cover the chal-

lenge areas, and also can count towards 

one of your Queen’s Scout badges!

The Challenge Area we’ll look at this 

month is Personal Growth. This area 

includes things such as health and well-

being, beliefs and values, social justice, 

and developing new skills or interests. 

Venturer Award or Queen’s Scout level 

badges that could fall under this include 

Lifestyle, Ideals, Pursuits, or Expression.

So, how do you incorporate this into your 

Unit’s program? That’s really up to your 

Unit, but to get you thinking about it, 

here are some activities some Units in 

Victoria have done recently that definite-

ly resulted in Personal Growth:

nights during the term at the free 
Burnley bouldering wall under the 
Monash Freeway (facebook.com/
burnleyboulderingwall/) as well as 
doing their own individual training 
in between. At the end of the 
term they returned to the indoor 
climbing centre and repeated the 
activities from the first night to see 
how they’d improved.

• 1st Beaconsfield Venturer Unit 
had a night with Indigenous Elders 
who explained about Indigenous 
culture and beliefs, and ran a 
smoking ceremony for the Ven-
turers to take part in. This could 
cover parts of both Citizenship and 
Ideals.

These are just three program ideas, we’re 
sure your Unit can come up with lots 
more! You’ll also notice these activities 
overlap into some of the other Challenge 
areas – that’s OK! Good programs cover 
more than one thing or idea at a time. 

Think outside the square and “Look 
Wide” to come up with ideas that will 
develop new skills, improve your health 
and wellbeing, or challenge your beliefs 
and values.

Personal 
Growth in 
Venturers

• Hopetoun Mirage Venturer Unit 
ran a “Make a Movie” night with 
one of their feeder Scout Troops. 
Venturers and Scouts were 
organised into Patrols, and each 
Patrol had just under two hours to 
come up with an idea for a short 
film around the theme “Conflict”, 
come up with costume ideas (some 
different costume items were made 
available to the Patrols), shoot the 
movie, edit it, and finally show it 
to the judges and the rest of the 
Troop/Unit.

• 28th Glen 
Eira Venturer 
Unit undertook 
to complete their 
Lifestyles badge as 
a Unit by taking 
up indoor rock-
climbing for a 
term. Week one, 
the Unit went to 
an indoor rock-
climbing centre 
and undertook a 
number of activ-
ities to determine 
their initial skill 
level. They also 
had a couple of 

Blackwood District ScoutsMindari Agenda
February 2019

Great Southern Region.Date: Weds 6th Feb 7.30pm
Venue:   4th Brunton Hall
Present: names of those attending the meetingApologies: names of those who sent in apologiesAbsent: names of those who are unable to attendRegion

• Patrol Activity weekends - Both Clifford Park and Gilwell have a full year 

planned with a wide variety of activities. Clifford Park can only take 60 
Scouts at each of their weekends so book early.• Scouthike May 17-19. Need a cooking team to cook for about 15 to 18 adults 

at Sleep point one. Also need activity teams and additional sleep point staff. 

Can you help?
District

• District Hike. Report and feedback from Scouts. 
• Troop Councils for 2019. Please remember to schedule them in
• District Camp plans

WHS/Scoutsafe
• (insert example of generic WHS issue – maybe tree safety issue at District 

campsite)
• (insert example of generic Scout safe issue – maybe gas bottle safety mes-

sage)
Group Reports: (what’s happening, badges, awards etc)• 4th Brunton 

• 5th Brunton
• 9th Maitlands

Program
• (Insert example of program update for eg OAS, Adventurous Activity, new 

badge) 
Skills, Training and Mentoring  • Jerry needs help with his Wood Badge project- can someone assist? 

Review each Troop’s long, medium and short term programs for 2019. 
Reinforcing the Patrol system.
General

Meeting Closed at      00 pm
Next meeting: March 2019
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St Mina Hallam
Group Leader Nagy, at St Mina 
Hallam Scout Group recently 
celebrated his 50th birthday. 
His wife Carol and fellow 
Leaders surprised him with 
all his friends, relatives, fellow 
Scouts and even colleagues 
at the Hallam Scout Hall. 
Nagy thought he was coming 
for a meeting and training 
with some branch personnel 
(which was even confirmed by 
circulating emails!).

1st Koo Wee Rup
On the Lodge veranda at Gilwell,  Cubs Sean 
and Elizabeth presented their mum Jade 
from 1st Koo Wee Rup Scout Group with 
her Joey Scout Wood Beads and certificate. 
Russell and Joan Bradd told the Wood Badge 
story and presented Jade with her Gilwell 
scarf. They were joined by Jade’s husband, 
Scout Leader Sav, Joey Matilda and future 
Joey Clara-Jade.

Bright Gala Day
Bright’s annual Gala Day parade 
was held on May 4 this year, so the 
theme for the parade was ‘May the 
fourth be with you’. Scout Jimmy, 
from 1st Bright Scout Group decided to dress 
up as a Storm Trooper for the parade. After the parade 
he was helping with the Scouts toasted marshmallow 
fundraiser at the Village Campfire and felt it would be 
appropriate to keep his Storm Trooper outfit on under his 
Scout uniform, making him a ’Scout Trooper’. 

1st Koo Wee Rup and 
1st Lang Lang Joey 
Scouts united for a 
weekend of fun at 
Gilwell for an extra 
special Star Wars camp – on Star Wars Day, of course!

Over two days, the Joey Scouts tried their hands at Archery, completed the 
low ropes course, reached new heights in crate stacking and zipped their way 
through the treetops on the flying fox.  The Koo Wee Rup Scouts were also 
having a camp at Gilwell, and helped the Joeys with their activities – thank you 
Scouts (and Scout Leaders)!

It was fantastic to see Joey Scouts from each of the two Mobs working and 
playing together, cheering each other on and making new friends!

1st Upper Beaconsfield
1st Upper Beaconsfield Scout Harrison with 
Assistant Scout Leader father Ian, Assistant 
Joey Scout Leader Bob Taylor and Chief 
Commissioner Brendan Watson at the 
Australian Scout Medallion presentation.

Harrison’s other achievements are Upper 
Beaconsfield Junior Citizen of the Year and 
Middle School Captain at the Beaconhills 
College, Berwick campus. 

Send photos and captions to 

editor@australianscout.com.au

May 
the 4th be with 
you! 

Gilwell Star 
Wars Camp



35Australian Scout July 2019

Queen's Scouts get 
technical
Robert from Shepparton Rover Crew wanted his 
sister to present his Queen’s Scout Award and 
they weren’t going to let being in different States 
stop that from happening, so they had Vanessa 
verbally present the badge over video call and 
fellow recipient Jake handed over the badge in 
person. What a great use of technology!

By GREG CASTLE

Cub life at 1st Tally Ho 
is always exciting but 
last term it was even 
more so! We received 
an unusually large 
number of enquiries 
regarding prospective 
new members. Before 

we knew it we had twelve new and very 
enthusiastic Cubs to invest alongside two 
linking Joeys. With our Pack number swelling 
beyond 30, learning the new names became 
quite a challenge. With so many new members 
on board, we needed to borrow white scarves 

from a neighbouring Pack!

On April 30, looking resplendent in their new 
uniforms, eleven new Cubs were invested, three 
were unavailable to attend, but eleven still 
formed a more than impressive line-up. There 
was plenty of Tally Ho memorabilia on display 
and the guests in attendance included Chief 

Commissioner Brendan Watson, Regional 
Commissioner Gary Park, District 

Commissioner of 
Whitehorse Bill 
Henley, and DLCS 
Marc Ortleib. Plus 
of course, parents, 
family and friends, 
all of which made 
for a very crowded 
hall. It was certainly 
one of the more 
momentous nights 
in the long history of 1st Tally Ho.

It should be noted that only a few short years ago 
1st Tally Ho had less than 20 Cubs and Scouts, no 
Joeys, no Venturers and the Group was being 
considered for closure. Today, we have almost 
80 registered youth members and 12 Leaders in 
established Joeys, Cubs, Scouts and Venturers 
sections.

Greg Castle is the Assistant Cub Scout Leader at 1st 
Tally Ho Scout Group.

May 
the 4th be with 
you! 

A Historic Night
      at 1st Tally Ho!

10th Ivanhoe
On May 10, Ivanhoe Scout Group celebrated three of its 
Scouts, Carrie, Eliza and Jamie receiving their Australian 
Scout Medallion. All three participated in a leadership 
course and ran a leadership activity. 

Carrie and Eliza have now moved 
on to Ventures and Jamie will 
participate as a Scout in the 
World Jamboree in the United 
States.

 

1st Berwick 

Cub Pack had 

a great day out at 

the Bay Region 

City Hike!
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4th Preston
While some Groups prefer 

Bring a Friend nights... 4th 
Preston held a Bring a Dog 
night. They were joined by 
their local Jim’s Dogwashing 
who taught the Cubs and 

Scouts how to care for their 
furry friends. 

1st Upwey Fishing Day
By KYRA SARRIS

This term we had a fun morning with the fishermen from 
Upwey Angling Club. They taught us how to cast the line into 
the water and how to wait. They also taught us how to put on 
bait. I learnt that they have rubber crickets as bait and that 
worms can stay alive under water.

We didn’t cash any fish, they were sleeping because it was 
cold. When the water warms up the fish go looking for food.

The fishermen from the Upwey Angling Club were really 
generous with their time and gave us a yummy sausage sizzle 
for lunch. We will go again when the weather warms up.  

Kyra Sarris is a Cub at 1st Upwey

Happy Birthday 1st 
Kallista Joeys! 
On Sunday June 2 the 1st Kallista Joey 
Scout Mob celebrated its 1st birthday 
with a party attended by Joeys, Cubs, 
and Scouts from 1st Kallista as well as 
representatives from Sherbrooke Forrest 
District and Mt Dandenong Region. The usual 
trappings of a party were enjoyed, party games, 
party food, face painting and birthday cupcakes.

Special visitors to the party included two Victoria Police 
Highway Patrol officers with their motorcycles as well as 
Firefighters from the Kallista/The Patch Fire Brigade with a fire 
truck. An extra special treat was a visit from the Victoria Police 
Airwing with one of their Eurocopter Dauphin Helicopters 
which, at our invite, came and circled the party several times.

Starting with four Joeys after a ‘Come and Try Joeys’ night on 
May 21 2018, the Mob has grown in numbers to fifteen. Having 
a Joey Mob has contributed to the growth and success of the 
Group over the past 12 months and has guaranteed that 1st 
Kallista will have many more birthdays to come.

Nathan, 

a Scout from 

Macleod Scout 

Group had a fantastic 

time with his Patrol 

at this years 

ScoutHike.
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1st/14th Brighton Survival Camp
Scouts from 1st/14th Brighton recently participated in a survival camp. 
The camp took a lot of planning, with two prep afternoons and a night 
program the week before to brush up on their shelter building and fire 
lighting skills. 

All Scouts survived, so it looks 
like they did a great job!

1st Ballan
Ballan Cub Scout Emmy Fidler was awarded her Grey 
Wolf badge recently by Michael Baden-Powell, the 
grandson of the founder of the Scouting Movement. It 
was Michael and Joan Baden-Powell’s first visit to a Scout 
Group in Ballan.

“I was asked to do a project on Lord Baden-Powell’s family 
and when I realised he had a grandson in Melbourne, 
we wondered if Michael and his wife could come to the 
ceremony,” Emmy said. “I was so happy when we found 

out they were coming. “It means a lot to me” Michael 
high-fived the Cubs when he got out of the car, 

creating an immediate rapport.

Emmy also realised she had a family connection 
with the Baden-Powell’s, her grandmother Mary 
had met Olave Baden-Powell as a Girl Guide when 
she came to Australia in the 1950s. 

The Grey Wolf has been a long haul for Emmy, but 
bit-by-bit she got there in the end and is now planning 

to join the Ballan Scout Troop.

“I’ve had the best night,” she said afterwards.

She thanked all her Leaders, including her “three Akelas”, 
Baloo, Bagheera, Hathi, Chil, Rikki-Tikki-Tavi and more.

1st Woodend Messengers  
of Peace
1st Woodend Joey Scouts invited local Woodend Rotarians, 
Melissa and Grant Hocking (President) along for the night to 
hear them speak about Rotary’s winter project, ‘Blankets for the 
homeless’.

The Joeys had been collecting items of warmth; blankets, doonas, 
coats, hats and scarves to donate to this very important cause.

This was 1st Woodend Joey Scouts work towards their 
Messenger of Peace Badge.
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Narre Warren North Scout Group fund-
raised and petitioned for assistance to 
refurbish their hall. 

1st Narre Warren North’s historical 
hall, built in 1934, was in desperate need 
of modernising. A report from Scouts 
Victoria property team in 2014 showed 
that more than $100,000 was needed 
in order to bring the hall up to stan-
dard. The NWN Group fundraised with 
sausage sizzles and local events as well 
as petitioning the local Council, their 
local Federal and State Politicians to come 
up with the required budget in 2017 to 
extend and upgrade the hall. Scouts  
Victoria were able to assist with the 
shortfall by offering a loan to the Group.

The refurbishment process takes time, 
with planning permits, building permits, 
selecting contractors and overseeing the 
works. But in 2018, 1st Narre Warren 
North with the help of the Facilities 
team at Scouts Victoria, made reality the 

upgrades and works that the Group had 
been working towards.

The application process, in place for 
projects at Scouts Victoria, provides a 
pathway for Groups to get advice on 
technical issues, planning, and funding 
sources. Funding is always the major 
issue, but Scouts 
Victoria can assist 
Groups to apply 
for grants, petition 
local Councils and 
Politicians in order 
to try to assist with 
the large sums of 
money needed. 
Our goal is always 
the continuation 
of quality Scouting 
programs.

1st Narre Warren 
North is a great 
success story of 

a Group working towards a goal and 
continuing to knock on doors until they 
had the funding they needed. Their 
perseverance has been rewarded with a 
great space to continue quality Scouting 
programs.

For more information and advice on  
refurbishing a Scout Facility email  
property@scoutsvictoria.com.au or call 
the team on 85439843.

The end of a long road for
Narre Warren North
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Adults in Scouting
Wombat Lyons, SC - Diversity & 

Inclusion, Vic Branch

Tanya Mulholland, PCSL, 1st Camperdown 

20 Years

Jeff Burzacott, PRA, 1st Somerville 

Carolyn Goode, AJSL, 1st Gisborne 

Barrie Jones, ASL, Mulgrave

Kerry Kondraschek, TAGL, 1st Bright 

Neil Stephenson, Group Support 

Committee Quartermaster, Wirringga

Maureen Walker, District Personnel 

Committee Member, Geelong Peninsula 

District

25 Years

Philip Buck, District Personnel 

Committee Member, Geelong Peninsula 

District

Fran Gibbs, PGL, Moodemere

30 Years

Donald Dwyer, ASF-Wellington

Darrell Lewis, State Leader - Scout 

Events, Vic Branch

Bron Mepstead, DL - Joey Scouts, 

Cardinia District

Craig Young, ACSL, Macleod

40 Years

Maurice Eagle, Group Chairman, 1st 
Romsey

Malcolm Whyte, ACSL, 1st Echuca 

45 Years

Rob Brain, ASF-City Of Knox

Ian Spencer, PJSL, Williams Scout Group

Sonia Taiapa, AJSL, Bairnsdale

Kay Townsend, SL, Pakenham 

Levili Wakeling, Group Rostered Parent, 
Heany Park

Matthew Wicks, Adult Helper, 1st 
Beechworth

James Wilkins, ASF-Kingston

Liz Willis, JSL, 1st Greythorn Park 

10 Years

Euan Anderson, Provisional State Leader 
- Rockclimbing, Rock Climbing Team

Rob Clark, AVL, Warragul

Fiona Clark, Group Support Committee 
Member, Warragul

Peter Henry, AVL, 1st Beaumaris 

Aileen Howard, Group Support 
Committee Fundraising, 1st Maryborough 

Rachel Lee, PCSL, 1st Eaglemont 

Jeremy Leeson, AGL, 3rd Croydon 

Narelle Lowdell, Project Leader - A Team, 
Vic Branch

Danny Phelan, Group Rostered Parent, Sale

Grant Randle, AGL, 6th Melbourne 

Tracey Roberts, PDL - Scouts, River Gums 
District

Paul Wetherill, Group Rostered Parent, 
Baden Powell Park

15 Years

Tom Hickey, GL, 1st Kyneton 

Judy Jones, District Personnel 
Committee Member, Djerriwarrh District

Long Service Awards

April
5 Years

Rachel Aarons, ACSL, 4th Knox 

Gus Aguilar, Group Rostered Parent, 1st 
Caroline Springs 

Wayne Arazny, ASL, 7th Ringwood 

Ray Bell, ASF-Whitehorse

Allison Bencsics, Group Support 
Committee Member, Narre Warren South

Darcy Bonser, PSL, Hampton

Clint Brearley, ACSL, Montmorency

Noel Cameron, Adult Helper, 1st Elwood 

Dave Craven, ASL, 4th Ringwood 

Filippo Daddelli, ACSL, 1st Lake Boort 

Tu Dang, ACSL, Tran Hung Dao

Christine Dawson, ASL, 3rd Doncaster East 

Daniel De Lacy, TASL, Baden Powell Park

Sharni De Silva, ASL, 1st Berwick 

Joshua Farrell, ACSL, Baden Powell Park

Read Hedditch, AVL, 3rd Wodonga 

Georgina Heenan, Group Rostered 
Parent, 5th/6th Moorabbin Central 

Ben Jordan, Group Rostered Parent, 1st 
Vermont 

Daniel Kelly, Group Rostered Parent, 1st 
Ranelagh 

Ben Leggett, AVL, 1st Upwey 

Samantha Mac Cuaig, VL, 1st Berwick 

Saman Marasinghe, Group Rostered 
Parent, 1st Mount Waverley 

Sandy Marwick, ACSL, Wirringga

Alex McConalogue, PJSL, 1st Casey 

Paquita McKenzie, AJSL, 1st Paynesville 
Sea Scouts 

Chris Nguyen, GL, Tran Hung Dao

David Owen, CSL, 3rd Templestowe 

John Packer, ACSL, 1st Point Cook 

Greg Parsons, ACSL, 1st Ranelagh 

James Pateras, PDL - Scouts, Glen Eira 
Stonnington District

Geoff Pryde, AJSL, 1st Berwick 

Tracey Quinn, ASL, 1st Healesville 

David Rotor, PRA, 1st Bentleigh 

Jasmine Ryan, AJSL, 1st Gisborne 

Gordon Shaw, Group Rostered Parent, 1st 
Gisborne 

Andrew Shepherd, ACSL, 2nd Eltham Sea 
Scouts 

Karin Sitte-Meagher, ACSL, 1st Oak Park 

Jamie Smith, ASL, 3rd Templestowe 

Justin Smith, PSL, Mulgrave

Jennifer Smith, Group Rostered Parent, 
1st Gisborne 

Liz Golec was recently presented with her Life Membership award by Chief  
Commissioner Brendan Watson at a ceremony in Wangaratta. Liz is pictured  
with her husband Ed, Brendan and previous Chief Commissioners Bob Taylor and 
Alston Park.

   Celebrating
Life Membership
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50 Years

Christopher Gahan, Group Chairman, 
2nd Prahran 

Kevin Matthews, District Executive 
Committee Member, Monash District

55 Years

Rolly Hall, Branch Council Member (4F) - 
Elected Region, Vic Branch

Don Leeson, ASF-Mt Baw Baw

May
5 Years

Steve Anniss, Group Rostered Parent, 1st 
Lilydale 

Jacqueline Anstey, Group Rostered 
Parent, 3rd Ringwood East 

Lindsay Berge, AJSL, 15th Essendon Sea 
Scouts

Fiona Boreham, JSL, 1st/2nd Ocean Grove 

Jarrod Bradley, ACSL, 1st/3rd Cheltenham 

Helen Brauns, ASL, 1st Glen Iris

Kate Brockman, Rover, 1st Ferntree Gully 

Lauren Brown, ACSL, 1st Narre Warren 
North 

Gillian Brown, PGL, 1st Narre Warren 
North 

Whitney Budge, ASL, Wonthaggi

Clive Chase, ACSL, 7th Ringwood 

Iain Coulthard, Group Rostered Parent, 
1st Nunawading 

Melissa Covino, Group Rostered Parent, 
Sale

Aaron Dawber, Adult Helper, 1st Grovedale 

Chris Dwyer, ACSL, 6th Melbourne 

Fiona Fleming, Group Rostered Parent, 
1st North Shepparton 

Rohan France, ACSL, 1st Beechworth

Trina Friend, Adult Helper, 1st Bright 

Lauren Gascard, TASL, 1st Tyabb 

Patsy Gussenhoven, PCSL, 1st Wantirna 
South 

Clair Haines, ACSL, 1st Mooroopna 

Malcolm Harris, Group Treasurer, 1st 
Wantirna South 

Adrian Hawkes, Adult Helper, 1st West 
Waverley 

Rick Hendrikx, ASL, 1st Narre Warren 
North 

Jacqueline Hill, ACSL, 2nd Melton 

Matthew Holland, Group Rostered 
Parent, 5th Mildura 

Virginia Honeybone, AJSL, 4th Mordialloc

Jenny Karaeleftheriadis, Group Rostered 
Parent, 6th Box Hill 

Sonya Kenner, Group Rostered Parent, 1st 
Ranelagh 

Robert Kovacs, ACSL, 1st/3rd Cheltenham 

Annette Lake, ACSL, Berwick Central 

Rhonda Lancaster, Adult Helper, 1st Doreen

Timothy Leek, PRA, 1st Beechworth

Tash Lema, CSL, Dingley

David Leyh, SL, 3rd Doncaster East 

John Mason, ASL, 19th Camberwell 

Cameron McAdam, Group Rostered 
Parent, Baden Powell Park

Larry Meyer, Adult Helper, 1st Lilydale 

Nicholas Meyers, Adult Helper, Baden 
Powell Park

Kris Migios, ACSL, 1st Torquay 

Phillip Muir, Group Rostered Parent, 
1st/2nd Greensborough 

Debbra O’Keefe, PASL, 2nd Korumburra 

Lucy Paterson, Adult Helper, Mont Albert 
North

Susan Pearce, Group Rostered Parent, 
Heany Park

Michael Pratt, Group Rostered Parent, 1st 
Greenhills 

Phil Price, ASL, Bairnsdale

Steven Ray, ACSL, Lakeside Pakenham

Jo Ryan, ASF-Casey

Marian Sarofim, ACSL, St Mina Hallam

Linda Schulz, TRA, 4th Horsham 

Gillian Scott, Group Rostered Parent, 1st 
Mont Albert 

Tanya Sewards, Group Rostered Parent, 
1st Vermont 

Christian Sharkey, ASL, Wonga Park

Melanie Soklevski, ACSL, 1st Templestowe 

Michael Strike, ASL, 1st Gisborne 

Alan Taylor, ALS, 1st Bennettswood 

Stephen Thomson, Adult Helper, 1st 
Rowville 

Michael Tuke, Group Rostered Parent, 1st 
McKinnon 

David Uber, PGL, Carlton

Leah Walker, PGL, 1st Yarrunga 

Brendan Walker, Group Rostered Parent, 
1st Yarrunga 

Carol Weston, Group Rostered Parent, 1st 
Mount Waverley 

Christine Wigg, Group Rostered Parent, 
Sale

Wiggy Wigg, Group Chairman, Sale

10 Years

Geoff Chilver, PASL, Warragul

Phillip Cochrane, Adult Helper, 2nd 
Mildura 

Heather Coupe, SL, Phillip Island

Steve Ellis, CSL, 1st Seymour 

Gregory Erwin, GL, 1st Inverleigh 

Libby Hatton, PDL - Joey Scouts, Barwon 
District

Mark Henley-Johnstone, PSL, 1st Emerald 

David Hodgson, Group Chairman, 1st 
Seville 

Patricia Huen, Group Support Committee 
Member, 1st Doncaster East 

Michael Jones, District Personnel 
Committee Convener, Casey District

James Mackenzie, ASF-Bay Park Campsite

Stephen McAlister, Adult Helper, 1st/2nd 
Greensborough 

Andrew Pollard, ASL, 3rd Wodonga 

Brad Quinn, District Personnel 
Committee Member, Whitehorse District

Scouts Victoria has recently held a 
number of Autism Awareness training 
courses. We are so proud to be able to 
offer these courses and proud of our 
Leaders who are as passionate about 
delivering quality program for all youth 
as we are.

Doug Wright, State Commissioner for 
Performing Arts, has been appointed 
the National Advisor on Creative  
and Performing Arts. Doug was  
congratulated by Nigel Reece, National  
Commissioner for Youth Program.
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Wood Badge Awards

April
Joey Scout

Ian Spencer, PJSL, Williams Scout Group

Alex McConalogue, PJSL, 1st Casey

Cub Scout

Shelley Brown, ACSL, Moodemere

Darren Trevaskis, ACSL, 13th Malvern

Adam Morrow, ACSL, 1st Wheelers Hill

Jess Loone, ACSL, 1st Modewarre

Judith Liddell, CSL, 1st Upwey

Callan Spinelli, ACSL, 1st Wodonga

Scout

Ryan Watts, ASL, 1st Riddells Creek 

Mick Collins, PSL, 1st Point Cook

Tereza Rada, ASL, 1st Doncaster East

Tony Gustus, VL, Baden Powell Park

Kim Lim, AVL, 1st Belmont

Damien Bushby, AVL, 2nd/7th West 
Waverley

Group Leader

Sarah Sytema, PGL, 1st Werribee

Geoff Knowles, PGL, 1st Woori Yallock

Adventurous Activity

Peter Guest, ACSL, Heathmont

Jodie Bedford, AL - Radio & Electronics, 
Radio & Electronics Team 

Kevin Bedford, AL - Radio & Electronics, 
Radio & Electronics Team 

Lachlan Preston, State Leader-Cycling, 
Cycling Team

Michelle Thorne, AAAL - Bushwalking, 
Bushwalking Team 

Karen Merlo, SL, 1st Kilmore

May
Joey Scout

Luke Teunissen, AJSL, Heany Park

Cub Scout

Andrew Harding, ACSL, Box Hill North

Scout

Michael Kunze, ASL, 1st Trafalgar

Venturer Leader

Julie Kohn, VL, Warragul

Tony Nathan, AVL, 1st/14th Brighton

Eugene Klugman, AVL, 10th Caulfield

District Leader

Rachel Edwards, Provisional Dist Ldr - 
Cub Scouts, Mt Baw Baw District 

Narelle Lowdell, Project Leader - A Team, 
Vic Branch

Michael Walker, PDL - Venturers, 
Sherbrooke Forest District

Group Leader

Marc Ortlieb, DL - Cub Scouts, 
Whitehorse District

Leanne Quinn, ACSL, 1st Vermont 

Jason Rice, ACSL, 1st Maiden Gully 

Greg Shields, VL, 1st Craigieburn 

Peter Sjaardema, Adult Helper, 1st 
Chelsea Heights 

Forest Thomas, TAVL, 5th/6th Moorabbin 
Central 

Liesl Tozer, PDL - Joey Scouts, Monash 
District

Bianca Vincent, ACSL, 5th Keilor 

15 Years

Evan Anderson, PRA, Bailey Reserve

Joan Baden-Powell, ASF-Boroondara

Amanda Bodinnar, PSL, 1st Paynesville 
Sea Scouts 

Alan Byron, ACSL, Hamilton

Trevor De Lacy, ASL, 1st Beaconsfield 

Frank Juha, PGL, 1st Yarram

Glenn McKenzie, ACSL, 1st Broadford 

Annette Monshing, ASF-Alpine Gateway

Joanna Powell, JSL, Box Hill North

Darrell Preece, Adult Helper, Baden 
Powell Park

Michelle Renfrew, ASF-Banyule

Sharon Swoboda, PGL, 1st/2nd 
Greensborough 

Deb Wilson, ASF-Mt Baw Baw

20 Years

Wayne Bell, Fellowship, Clive Disher Park

Scott Hunt, ASL, 1st Bendigo 

Yvonne Leiner, ASF-Kingston

Hayden McManus, PAVL, Box Hill North

Daniel Scholes, ASL, Morwell East

Paul Smart, Adult Helper, Narre Warren

25 Years

Jeffrey Fallon, TAJSL, Hazel Glen

Timothy Gillespie, ASF-Boroondara

Jean Golding, ASF-Whitehorse

Vicki Goodall, District Badge Secretary, 
Whitehorse District

Robert Price, Camp Committee Member, 
Yarra Ranges District

Stephen Tolley, ASF-Kariwara

30 Years

Michael Barrand, SL, 2nd Colac 

Andrea Holland, AVL, 1st Maroondah 

Brenda Pendergast, CSL, 1st Thorpdale 

35 Years

Geoffre Dean, ASF-Whitehorse

Faye Marthick, ASF-South Gippsland

45 Years

Chris Berkery, GL, Warragul

50 Years

Ian Sandell, ASF-Bay Park Campsite
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youth organ-
isations such 
as Scouts. The 

weekend fol-
lowed much the 

same format as our regular 
Friends of the Prom week-
ends staying at Stockyard 
Camp Friday and Saturday 
nights, weeding Saturday 
and free time Sunday. 
Parks Victoria kindly 
provided free camping at 
Stockyards.

Eight youth and seven 
Leaders and parents from 
8th Knox and 1st Rowville participated 
on the day. Zone six on Squeaky was 
picked out as a good location for the 
youth to work on. The area is a small 
secluded spot of about 370 square meters 
separated from the main beach behind 
large granite rock formations. The area 
hasn’t been sprayed and contains dense 
healthy plants going up to the top of 
the dunes. A good area for youth where 
they can see progress and not be over-
whelmed by the total area of the Squeaky 
beach dunes.

 The weeding activity ran well with 
about two thirds of zone six cleared.  
After Emily our ranger gave a safety 
brief at 8.30am, the Scouts kept at it from 

9am all the way until 12.30pm and did 
a good job pulling 

the Spurge and 
getting 

By PETER WILSON

Recently a group of Scouts were invited 
to join in the effort to rid Wilsons  
Promontory’s Squeaky Beach of Sea 
Spurge. The aim of the activity was to  
engage youth in this ongoing effort and 
trial Friends of the Prom’s ability in 
offering and running such activities for 

Weeding 
Squeaky 
Beach

most of the roots. Normal safety require-
ments were followed, gloves and glasses 
and no youth or adults suffered from 
Spurge sap in their eyes, a major concern 
for this activity. The afternoon was spent 
walking down to the far end of the beach 
and checking on the two Hooded Plovers 
that have taken up residents there. After 
that a walk up Mt Bishop and the drive 
back to Stockyards. Finishing up with a 
swim at Tidal Rover on Sunday.

In all the weekend was enjoyed by all and 
well worth Friends of the Prom running 
such weekends in the future when a 
suitable project presents itself.

The health of Squeaky Beach has in-
proved greatly, but there is still more Sea 
Spurge to be weeded. We will be holding 
another weeding activity with the help of 
Friends of the Prom early next year.

Peter Wilson is a Scout Leader at 1st 
Bayswater.
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Joey Scout: Bring a friend night

Due to a spelling error on the 

notice, many of the kids brought 

fiends. And they’ve fitted in  

perfectly.   

Cubs: Snow camp

The Cubs enjoyed their snow camp. 

It wasn’t meant to be a snow camp. 

It was planned as a sleepover in 

the hall. Where Yellow Six got the 

snow making machine, and how 

they got it in the hall is a mystery. 

We’ve parked it in the Q-store with 

that huge tunnel boring machine 

they found in Swanston Street.

Scouts: AJ 2019 therapy

Intensive work is continuing to 

bring the Leaders and Scouts gently 

back to a non-dust environment. 

Densensitisation after a Jamboree 

is a slow process and can take up to 

three years. We should have Chips 

back to normal by AJ 2022. Thank 

goodness we’ll be able to push our 

tent pegs in with a single finger. 

(We’ve seen the video.)

Venturers: Whatevs

Ideals, Service, and Values are just 

three topics that weren’t on last 

term’s program. Laser Tag, Netflix 

and World’s Biggest Burger were. 

Rovers: Personal finance

A nice bloke from a Russian bank 

gave the Crew a talk on financial 

planning. Crew funds have been 

put into cryptocurrencies, and 

they’ve off-shored the Mudbash 

buggy to the Cayman Islands. This 

will save rego and insurance, and 

they’ll phoenix it for Mudbash.

Winter       is coming

Term 2 program highlights

Hall re-opening!
The planned three-month refurbishment is  complete! (After four years, three Group Leaders,  and two generations of Joeys.) 

Be there when we smash a bottle  of sparking on Akela.
Don’t miss a fleeting, blurred appearance  by the Hon Michael Baden-Powell on his way  to five other Scouting visits that day.

Help us crowd-source the last $500 to get  the front door key from the builder.
And another $500 to get an actual front door painted with the giant new national squashed butterfly.

July 31 2019
RSVP to the Committee
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